Kindergarten

Dunedin Rudolf Steiner

Learning with head, heart and hands

Special needs and special gifts procedure

The Dunedin Rudolf Steiner Kindergarten defines children with special needs and special gifts as follows:
Children with special needs are learners with disabilities, learning difficulties, or communication or
behavioural difficulties, who given support will bring positive contributions to the kindergarten.

Children with special gifts have the potential to achieve outstanding performance in a particular area
or areas of intellect, culture, creativity, leadership, physical ability, or visual and performing arts.

Children with special needs or special gifts will be welcomed at the Dunedin Rudolf Steiner Kindergarten.
The School will endeavour to accommodate children with special needs and children with special gifts and
will seek adequate funding and resources for these children. Children will be respected no matter what needs
or gifts they bring to the kindergarten.

The Kindergarten will operate in accordance with the Privacy Act when collecting and disseminating
information about any child.

Parents, caregivers and whanau will be given opportunities to be involved in decision-making affecting the -
learning of their child, including the process of identifying whether their child has special needs or gifts.

Children with special needs or special gifts will be identified by the College of Teachers by (a) consultation
with parents, (b) child study, (c) consultation with any outside specialist. The Dunedin Rudolf Steiner
Kindergarten will liaise with outside agencies, in consultation with the parents, to identify appropriate
support to meet the child’s needs. This may include Group Special Education in developing Individual
Education Plans, and Gifted Education Advisors.

During the course of the child’s enrolment the kindergarten will retain records that show how it has met the
needs of any children who have been identified as having special needs or gifts.

Staff will be supported to attend relevant training courses.

The Proprietors Trust is accountable for ensuring the kindergarten follows this policy. The Kindergarten
management is responsible for ensuring this policy is followed. Teaching staff are also responsible to the
Kindergarten Head Teacher for following the policy and are consulted with on any changes. The Proprietors
Trust and the school parent community are informed of this policy on enrolment (through the Parent
Handbook) and prior to any changes.
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