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Mā te kimi ka kite, mā te kite ka mōhio, 
mā te mōhio ka mārama.   

Through seeking, you will discover; 
through discovery, you will know; through 
knowing, you will be enlightened  

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

TERM 4 

School 

Rāhina/Mondays   Swimming lessons  

Rāpare/Thursday 23rd Oct School Teachers Strike – school will be closed 

Rāmere/Friday 24th Oct Teacher only day in the School – kindy open 

Rāpare/Thursday 27th Nov School Marae visit  

Rāmere/Friday 12th Dec 12 pm School Summer Festival 

Other 

Rāhina/Monday 27th Oct Labour day – public holiday 

Rāapa/Wednesday 28th Oct 1 to 3 pm Supporting the 9-year-old Change workshop 

Rāhoroi/Saturday 1st Nov 10am -2 pm - Working Bee 

Rāapa/Wednesday 5th Nov 4:30 -6:30 pm Supporting the 9-year-old Change workshop 

Rāmere/Friday 7th Nov  9:30am -1 pm Community cooking 

Rāhina/Monday 10th Nov 6:30 -8 pm – Pepeha workshop 

Governance 

Rātū/Tuesday 28th Oct  5:30 pm Proprietors meeting 

Rātū/Tuesday 11th Nov  5:30 pm Board meeting 

Playgroup    

Rāhina/Mondays and Rāapa/Wednesdays   9:30 to 11:30 AM 

Fair 2026 March 29th 

 

 

                                        
Term 4 # 15 

15 October 2025 

471-2163 
office@dunedinsteiner.nz 

www.dunedinsteiner.nz 
 

 

http://www.dunedinsteiner.nz/
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Kia ora koutou,  

A beautiful start to the term; we will never tire of the bouncing children that make it onto 

the school site after having been away for precious rest time. The colour is popping up 

everywhere, the birdsong is loud and strong, and we can see the kindergarten children 

exploring the colours and enjoying the dry grounds. The school children are enjoying 

their play on Te Toi Tākaro and the slackline and are back into their work. They are 

experiencing form drawing, the Middle Ages and are exploring every continent of the 

world – they are certainly busy and engaged. 

This term will bring a few farewells with Emily and Feargal leaving at the end of the 

year and also Jess and Cristina from our Out of School Care programme, who will be 

leaving us a little earlier. This means we have been busy interviewing and recruiting 

new staff to join our community, we are positive that we can make very strong 

appointments over the coming couple of weeks. We are committed to our classes as 

they go through their learning right until the end of the intermediate years and hope that 

our community will be as well. 

Thank you to everyone who came to the pepeha workshop, it was a highly engaging 

and enlightening evening. Our relationship with Nikki from Kāti Huirapa Runaka ki te 

Puketeraki will continue to grow even stronger with the amazing support from our 

community. All the work we have done and are doing with Nikki and Mel from MAC 

(Māori Achievement Collaborative) has been incredibly enriching and powerful and has 

supported us to grow in our bicultural understanding. The main message from that night 

was very clear; we are all on the journey somewhere and the learning will always 

continue, it’s making a start that is the most important thing. Therefore, if you could not 

make it on Monday night, there will be another opportunity on the 10th of November to 

start or continue the journey. 

We are looking forward to a term full of working bees (postponed to the 1st of November 

due to bad weather forecast), community offerings (Community cooking and The 

Golden thread workshop), camps, outings, sunshine and rich learning for children and 

adults alike!  

Noho ora mai rā,  

Anna Noble – Tumuaki 

Housekeeping 

- Phones: We are an IT free school, which extends to our school site. We would like to 

ask you to work with us to keep it this way by leaving your phones in your pockets while 

on our school site. We appreciate your cooperation and understanding. 
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- Parking: We are aware that parking around the school is tricky and an ongoing 

challenge. Some of our neighbours have been mentioning the cars that are parked 

down the private roads and on yellow lines etc during pick up and drop off time. Please 

be aware that this hinders access to and from their houses, let alone emergency vehicle 

access. Please consider parking a little further away, in particular, if your child is a little 

older and can walk safely and independently. 

- Sun hats: Thank you to all the sun hats we see around the school. If your child has 

not brought one, please make sure they have one in their bags. We would like to avoid 

children missing out on playtime due to not having a sun hat. Please name the hat and 

ensure a good fit. 

- Bus: you may have noticed that we put street cones out on Monday morning (and on 

other occasions where needed) to allow the buses to park. The buses are now coming 

up to the school to pick the children up for swimming and sports days and will need the 

space to turn around so please keep an eye out for the days when the street cones are 

out. 

Personnel 

We would like to thank Jess and Cristina for their amazing work in the Out of School 

care space this year – they have held the programme beautifully and we are sad to see 

them go. As they are both going on to new adventures, we wish the all the best! 

Financial pledges 

Thank you to everyone who contributes financially to keep our school and kindergarten 

running as it does. This is crucial to the life of the school. I will be checking in with 

people over the next week or two, and if anyone has any questions about where they 

are at with their pledge then please let me know. 

This is the time of year when our governing bodies are looking at budgets for 2026, and 

therefore also what resources we need. Pledge forms for everyone for 2026 will be sent 

out in November. Clare 

After school care 

Our service runs 4 days a week from 3- 5pm for children aged 5 and up. It is a lovely 

programme that many children enjoy attending. We currently have spaces for new 

enrolments. Contact the office if you are interested. 

Special Character Thoughts 

Whenever you meet anyone who has been in touch with Steiner Education either as a 

teacher or as a student, there is this feeling of mutual understanding, of a shared view 
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of the world and a recognition of the spaces this world view is formed in, namely 

classrooms and kindergarten rooms. Colours, shapes, routines all lead to a feeling of 

familiarity and sameness. However, it is vitally important to understand that as much 

as this feeling of recognition is a part of what our special character is, it is equally 

important that we are grounded in time and place. For us in Aotearoa New Zealand this 

means not only our particular geographical location, our place on the West Harbour in 

Ōtepoti Dunedin but also our cultural place in Aotearoa and closer to home. It means 

learning that while Ngāi Tahu and Kāi Tahu refer to the same iwi, for us here in Ōtepoti 

it is the Kāi Tahu dialect, that is predominant. It is learning about the names of places 

in our geographical vicinity, it is the stories that we have the privilege to receive through 

our partnership with Kāti Huirapa Runaka ki te Puketeraki, the songs we sing and the 

opening of our hearts and minds that there is more than one way of being in this world. 

The pepeha workshop on Monday night was a great reminder of how rich this learning 

can be but also how important the responsibility of this learning is at the heart of our 

special character. 

 

SCHOOL – CLASS KERERŪ 

Kia ora koutou Dunedin Steiner whānau, 

Class Kererū had a challenging but wonderful ski 

camp at the end of last term with fresh powder 

snow which gave us the perfect conditions for 

learning the art of cross-country skiing and the 

conditions for discovering the skills of staying 

warm and dry! 

We all loved 

getting out 

into the 

pristine white 

mountains 

and playing 

on the slopes. 

The outside long-drop was not as bad as some 

feared (cold subdues the smell!) and the mountain 

hut was warm and cozy once the fire was lit. 

Definitely a Class 7 camp to remember: 

"Learning to ski taught me we have so many 

talents we just haven't discovered yet." Yasmin 
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"I learnt that I don't give up easily, which meant it was a whole lot of fun getting to the 

top!" Mika 

"Hard challenges always end up good." Will 

"The best bit was zooming downhill in the powder snow." Nellie 

"I loved every minute of being up in the snow mountains on our ski camp." Matilda 

Now we are exploring 

World Geography, 

looking at the biomes 

of each continent with 

each of us studying a 

lesser- known country 

and discovering 

its culture, ecology, 

flora and fauna. In a 

few weeks we hope to 

be ready with our 

projects to enjoy an 

interactive sharing with 

the rest of the school. 

Ka kite, 

from Class Kererū 

KINDERGARTEN 

A very warm welcome back to Term 4!  

We finished Term 3 with a typically 

wild spring weather day for our 

festival. Thank you to all who came 

and shared the occasion. Springtime 

is the season where children typically 

need not only over pants and jackets 

but also a sunhat and gumboots, we 

really appreciate the children having 

all their gear each week so we can 

play in most weathers outside. 

Our vegetable gardens are looking a 

little sparse at the moment and we would love a few more edibles to harvest with the 

children. If any families have a few extra seedlings to share to fill our gardens a bit that 
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would be gratefully received. We are also planning a secondary vegetable garden 

outside our fenced garden to plant both potatoes and rhubarb which we could harvest 

for our crumble, soup and roasted vegetable day. 

This term we will take all 

the tuakana children from 

the Rata room for a regular 

hikoi around the school 

grounds and a play in the 

forest each Thursday 

afternoon from 2:15 till 

2:45. This is part of a 

gentle transition towards 

Class one next year. 

Finaly, we are seeking a 

handy parent with power 

tools to come and make 

some table leg extensions 

for the Rata room. Ideally in the next week. Those tall tuakana children are outgrowing 

their table and chairs. We have purchased a length of wood which can be cut down 

into blocks and affixed to the existing table legs and removed again in the future as 

needed. 

Arohanui, The Kindergarten Teachers 

PLAYGROUP 

We encourage you to check out the Authentic Parenting online courses that are being 

offered by Taruna. See more information in the community notices at the end of this 

newsletter. Alida and Miriram 

CRAFT GROUP & SHOP 

We have honey and some other lovely products 

from Blueskin Bay for sale in our shop. Come and 

check them out! The shop also offers some 

Weleda items and the craft items that we make in 

our meetings. 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Community notices in our newsletter will normally appear for one week only and may be edited to 
accommodate space.  If you wish to place a notice please email your notice to 
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office@dunedinsteiner.nz.  We charge $10 for an advert and need ads in by the Monday prior to the 
Wednesday publication date. You can pay by direct internet banking to 03-0903-0437318-00 
Disclaimer: This space is open to advertisers and the school does not make any guarantees 
or endorsement on their behalf. 

The Playhouse Theatre is excited to present special preview screening of PIKE RIVER,  
the highly anticipated film from Dunedin director - and Playhouse Theatre alum - Robert Sarkies. 
The screening will be followed by a Q&A with Robert and Pike River family members Sonya Rockhouse and 
Anna Osborne. After the 2010 Pike River Mine explosion claims the lives of 29 men, Sonya Rockhouse and 
Anna Osborne refuse to stay silent, and become an unstoppable force in a battle of people vs power. Three-
time Emmy nominee Melanie Lynskey and acclaimed Kiwi actress Robyn Malcolm lead this powerful true story 
of courage, friendship and the fight for justice. Thanks to the support of Film Dunedin, Rialto Cinemas and 
Madman Entertainment, 100% of ticket sales for this event will go to support the refurbishment of the 
Playhouse, in honour of Robert's personal connection to the theatre. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Ravensbourne Boating Club: We run a Learn to Sail session every Saturday morning from October through 
to March where total novices, or experienced young sailors are welcomed and given coaching to improve 
confidence and on water skills. Helmets, life jackets, dinghies, kayaks and SUP’s are all available to use and 
the participants will be supervised by adult coaches both onshore and in safety boats on the water. All are 
welcome! Sailing starts on Saturday 11 October at 9.30am www.ravensbourne.co.nz 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Basketball Otago: Girls Got Game:A fun, welcoming and free programme designed just for girls in Y4-8 to 
build skills, confidence and friendships through basketball. It's the perfect way to get active, learn the game 
and enjoy being part of a supportive environment. Females in Y4-8, Begins Tue 28 Oct, 4:00pm to 5:00pm, 
Free, https://membership.mygameday.app/regoform.cgi?formID=119667  
BNZ Kiwi Hoops: The ideal introduction to basketball for children in Y1-6! Across six weeks, kids will learn the 
FUNdamentals in a setting that focuses on games-based activities, movement and enjoyment of the game.  
Children in Y1-6, $60 for 6 weeks, Begins Sun 26 Oct, 9:00am to 10:00am,  
https://membership.mygameday.app/regoform.cgi?formID=119682 
U13 Futures Academy: A more structured programme for ambitious young players who want to take their game 
to the next level. The academy helps athletes grow their basketball IQ, sharpen their skills and prepare for 
future representative opportunities. Players born in 2013, 2014 & 2015, $50 for 5 weeks (+ Edgar entry fee)  
Begins Wed 22 Oct, 4:00pm to 5:30pm, https://membership.mygameday.app/regoform.cgi?formID=119683  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Taki Rua Productions is excited to present Te Kuia me te Pūngāwerewere in a highly engaging, 30-minute 
piece of theatre in te reo Māori specially for tamariki and their whānau happening in Dunedin across 3 dates. 
Sat 25th Oct at the Playhouse Theatre 10:00am and 11:30am, Wed 29th Oct at the Teachers College 
Auditorium at 10:00am and 1:00pm, Thu 30th Oct at Southern Youth Development at 3:30pm. Inspired by the 
beloved children’s story 'The Kuia and the Spider' by Patricia Grace with illustrations by Robyn Kahukiwa, 
Jamie McCaskill’s original Te Reo Māori Season play has been shortened with our younger audiences in mind. 
Performed completely in te reo Māori, Te Kuia me te Pūngāwerewere is the untold story of the Kuia and her 
relationship with Pūpai the spider. While in the midst of their daily bickering, Kuia and Pūpai are suddenly 
transported from their home in Paekākāriki into the world of spiders. There, they must work together to save 
Spider World from the human world's suburban sprawl. The show is easy to follow and understand by people 
with all levels of Te Reo and is filled with song and joy. Tickets are only $6.00 per person and can be booked 
online at takirua.co.nz  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Taruna On-line’s Authentic Parenting courses are officially open! 
For the first time, you can access expert-led courses designed to support you in raising 
confident, capable, and resilient children—on your own schedule, from the comfort of your 
home. Each course is just $67 USD, and for a limited time, every course you purchase comes with 
a FREE comprehensive course journal—filled with detailed notes, reflection prompts, and 
tools to help you deepen your learning and apply it to family life. 
Explore the first six courses: 
• Storytime 
• Parenting Authentically 
• Parenting for Lifelong Success 

mailto:office@dunedinsteiner.nz
http://www.ravensbourne.co.nz/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__membership.mygameday.app_regoform.cgi-3FformID-3D119667&d=DwMFAw&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=PxvF_JEG89X8IOasq8Zt_PXM3tv1e84H9XCFg9es33U&m=wyxDA-g70qmKMr1D6znTggNqfUIGYw7taWL0NJBD9fzviL2LHd6JiizsYAc17Q5v&s=MDHHogyfE6pDhaoIiIJoNxG4h0bW7dCpslA8-JGIAZg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__membership.mygameday.app_regoform.cgi-3FformID-3D119682&d=DwMFAw&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=PxvF_JEG89X8IOasq8Zt_PXM3tv1e84H9XCFg9es33U&m=wyxDA-g70qmKMr1D6znTggNqfUIGYw7taWL0NJBD9fzviL2LHd6JiizsYAc17Q5v&s=69pnQPgSKBTlC4qdb6E23esXtt-MaHKzTuZJZdLdeoc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__membership.mygameday.app_regoform.cgi-3FformID-3D119683&d=DwMFAw&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=PxvF_JEG89X8IOasq8Zt_PXM3tv1e84H9XCFg9es33U&m=wyxDA-g70qmKMr1D6znTggNqfUIGYw7taWL0NJBD9fzviL2LHd6JiizsYAc17Q5v&s=JqcJb85QzXKePdXLpNaHj4uMgb9HVpUkkVS_YCG5_y8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__takirua.co.nz&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=PxvF_JEG89X8IOasq8Zt_PXM3tv1e84H9XCFg9es33U&m=y7VufG1eG7tzfk13k4JnKL9D0d3T4eT3FQh4px1Nj5tB4cKXyH1G1JDqtpEGkhY6&s=4vG1Vyst1rQxS22CrePy3Ut5dW7s72R6UuPzIQc2e_M&e=
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• Parenting the First Three Years 
• Rhythms for Life 
• Parenting the Neurodiverse Child 
https://tarunaonline.podia.com/ 
 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Workshop: Crossing the Rubicon – Supporting the Nine-Year Change in Children 

Facilitated by Julie MacLeod 
For Parents, Caregivers, and Educators 
Children around age 9 undergo a profound shift in 
consciousness – the Rubicon – where they begin to see 
themselves as separate from the world, ask big questions, 
and explore new fears and moral awareness. This can feel 
challenging for both child and parent. 
In this 2 hour workshop, you will: Understand the key 
emotional, moral, and soul dimensions of this stage 
Reflect on your own childhood experiences to deepen 
empathy and understanding 
Explore practical ways to support your child with stories, 

practices, and creative activities 
When:  Two sessions offered: October 29, 1pm - 3pm and November 5, 4.30 pm - 6.30pm 
Where:  Dunedin Steiner School, 1 Fern Rd, Maia, Dunedin.  
Please sign in at the office if attending during school hours.   
Investment: Koha at the door.   
https://www.thegoldenthread.net/for-caregivers-educators  

https://tarunaonline.podia.com/
https://www.thegoldenthread.net/for-caregivers-educators

