Education

Dunedin Rudolf Steiner

) Learning with head, heart and hands

Waiho i te toipoto, kaua i te

toirooa.

Let us keep close together, not

wide apart.

TERM 4

Schoaol

Rahina/Mondays
Rapare/Thursday 27" Nov
Raapa /Wednesday 3 Dec
Ramere/Friday 12" Dec
Kindergarten
Rapare/Thursday 11" Dec
15" to 19" December

19 to 30" January

Other

Ramere/Friday 28" Nov
Governance
Ratd/Tuesday 25™ Nov
Rath/Tuesday 9" Dec

Class kakapo tramp

NEWSLETTER

Swimming lessons

School Marae visit

Parent teacher interviews

12 pm School Summer Festival

12-2pm — Summer Festival
Kindergarten open during term break
Kindergarten open during term break

9:30am -1 pm Community cooking

5:30 pm Proprietors meeting
5:30 pm Board meeting

Craft group every Rati/Tuesday 9 to 11 am in the playgroup room

Playgroup

Rahina/Mondays and Raapa/Wednesdays 9:30to 11:30 am
Please see the calendar on our website for 2026 dates

Term 4 # 17
12 November 2025
471-2163

office@dunedinsteiner.nz
www.dunedinsteiner.nz



https://www.dunedinsteiner.nz/whats-on.html
http://www.dunedinsteiner.nz/

Kia ora koutou,

At this time of the year there seems to be an energy shift as we seem to race towards
the long summer holidays — weeks seem endless and require a lot of energy and they
go too fast at the same time, making it hard to squeeze everything in!

While the learning impulse in the individual classes and rooms remains strong and full
of energy, the school is preparing for our marae visit at the end of November. The
teachers have been revisiting their own pepeha and the learning over the next week
will include preparing being part of a powhiri, learning the waiata that we will sing to
support our kaikaraka and getting to know the customs at a marae in general and
Puketeraki in particular — it is very much like learning about the expectations before
you go and visit someone else’s house.

The calendar looks full of activity and sharing, please take note of the dates and times
given; we would love to see as many of you as possible to appreciate the learning
experiences of the children over the year!

Thank you to all of you who continue to show up; to working bees, pepeha workshops,
parent experience evenings, a chat over the fence, a little job after school, community
cooking, craft group just to name a few — all of it is received with gratitude and taken
as a sign of the healthy social fabric of our kura!

Ka mihi, Anna Noble — Tumuaki

Special Character Thoughts- Anthroposophy

In the Steiner movement’s quest to give effect to te Tiriti o Waitangi, the Fellowship has
embarked on translations of some of the most used verses and other concepts, that
are integral to our work. A start has been made with the word Anthroposophy; a greek
word that refers to the wisdom of the human being and the philosophy underpinning
our curriculum. As there are so many layers to the word itself, the question then has to
be how it authentically sits within a Maori philosophical framework. The term below has
been carefully considered to sit comfortably within its linguistic meaning as well as its
inherent world view:

Ihomatua-toiora-takata = Anthroposophy

This reflects the essential life-force and unfolding of the human being, in alignment with
the holistic and spiritual dimensions central to Steiner philosophy. The expression
considers and maintains:

- linguistic accuracy (the kupu sits comfortably in te reo Maori),

- cultural integrity (it honours Maori cosmological and philosophical foundations),



interpretive depth (it holds the spiritual-developmental dimension of human
becoming), and

- Steiner’s philosophical intent (the evolving inner unfolding of the human being in
relationship with the world).

In our current times we are privileged to be part of work that allows linguistics and world
views to come together to ground ourselves in our bicultural time and place — in
Aotearoa — New Zealand.

Please respect our fences and keep the flowform flowing!

We would like to remind you all that school fences are not for climbing. This is both
for your safety and for the good of the fence. And, our beautiful flowform, te Puna
Waiora, needs your attention too - please only put your clean hands in it, otherwise it
blocks up! Parent help in reinforcing these rules, would be welcome! Spread the
word!

Will you apply to join the Proprietors Trust?

Do we have anyone out there in the community who is interested in getting involved in
the Trust? It is the governing body of the kindergarten and is the owner of the land and
buildings. It has special oversight of special character. The Trust is in an interesting
and exciting phase as the woodwork/ handwork room is being renovated, a veranda is
due to go up, plans are coming along for the long term move of the kindergarten to a
different space on the site, and we have a growing kindergarten. If you have
governance experience, and/ or the capacity and ability to contribute to joint strategic
decisions for the school and kindergarten, then please let the Proprietors know. Either
email proprietors@dunedinsteiner.nz, speak to the Chair, Kussi Hurtado or ask at the
office. Current Trustees are Kussi, Pene Johnstone, Alex MacNeille and Joao
Machado. They meet monthly.

Are you a handy helpful person?

We are looking for anyone who has some practical skills, and the potential for a little
free time, who is willing to be part of a group that we can contact if we have odd jobs
around the kindergarten and school that need to be attended to. The school would then
contact the group and someone might put their hand up for a task. It would be a nice
way to be involved, and we would appreciate the help. Please email Clare
admin@dunedinsteiner.nz or let the office know if you will join this group of handy
doers.



Transport help

It is possible that you may be eligible for some help with transport costs - if you have
a 5+ year old here and live a certain distance away that is not on a bus route. This is
a payment from the Ministry of Education. If you are eligible, you can apply here:
https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/your-child-at-school/school-transport-assistance/

Woodwork/Handwork room news

The development of the woodwork and handwork room is coming on well, with the
interior cladding nearly complete, the windows in, and acoustic panels. We look
forward to the wooden shingles coming on as the exterior cladding.

Everything is on target to
complete in December.
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SCHOOL — CLASS KAKAPO
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Kia ora koutou,

Class Kakapo have been enjoying a Main Lesson on Local Geography. Is there a better
way to appreciate our local geography than to get out onto it and experience it first-
hand? We had our first camp, on Kamau
Taurua/Quarantine Island, and the students
enjoyed it a lot. It was a wonderful experience for
the class to see their local landscapes from a new
and different
perspective.

We followed up the camp with a field trip to
Hereweka/Harbour Cone. This local hill looks out over
Kamau Taurua and once again the students had the
chance to view the local landscapes from a new
perspective. It was fun looking back to the island and
picking out the locations where we stayed, drew,
played, and ate lunch etc.




Now we are shifting our attention to 'People, Work, & Money'. We have parents coming
into the class to talk about their work and what they do with their time.

Until next time, Be Well,

James

KINDERGARTEN

Dear kindergarten whanau,

Thank you to the families that have shared some seedlings, our garden beds are
certainly looking a little fuller.



A very warm welcome to Kaiser and his
whanau who have joined the Koru/Kowhai
group and to Suzy's younger sister Roselle
who has also joined the Koru room.

A few thoughts on the benefits of mixed age
groups in kindergarten and how this
supports children's play and learning within
the tuakana and teina relationship. For
younger children there is a wealth of skills
modelled by the older children which can
include social and emotional skills, motor
skills, imaginative play and language. They
also have the advantage of a curriculum of stories, poems, games and rhymes that can
challenge and stretch their capabilities. For older children the benefits of a mixed age
group can be more reflective, to see the path they have recently trod and the
satisfaction of helping others with skills like zips and buttons, tying knots and helping
with construction. Waldorf education is a social education, and children have the benefit
of living into a variety of human capacity and experiences.

With this in mind, we have been working to strategically return to our 3-room model in
2026. Given that we have an unusually small group of children turning 6 next year (just
3 currently enrolled with a potential 8 for term 1), we feel it is important to preserve the
tuakana experience by keeping that cohort socially intact rather than sharing them
between 2 rooms as we would normally do if they were a larger group. The children
turning 5 will be shared between the Kéwhai and Rata rooms as normal and these 2
groups will be supplemented by a few of the children due to turn 4. So as before, the
Kowhai and Rata rooms will start the year with a
mixture of 5-6 to 3-4 year olds. The Koru room will
continue to accommodate the remainder of the 3-4
year olds and will welcome the 2023 born children
who turn 3 next year.

The teachers are, as always, observing your
children closely to determine where each child will
be best placed to have their needs met. They will let
you know by the end of term where your child will
start in 2026.

We really appreciate how everyone has taken in
their stride the changes to our structure that were made this year. The hybrid Kowhai-
Koru group has allowed us the flexibility to regrow organically and staff sustainably. It
has also allowed us to continue to support the needs of our youngest children as they



enter kindergarten, however, we are looking forward to returning to a more evenly
mixed aged distribution in the new year.

To aid in our planning, if you hope to change or increase your child's booked hours and
days for 2026, please let us know as soon as possible.

Holiday kindy will be open from December 15"-19" and January 19" -30"". As normal
over the summer, this year's tuakana children will not be able to attend. This serves
their process of farewelling kindergarten and preparing to begin class 1 in February.

Ka mihi,  your kindergarten teachers.

PLAYGROUP

Playgroup takes place every Monday and Wednesday from 9:30 to 11:30. We
welcome new families. Alida and Miriram

CRAFT GROUP & SHOP

Craft group has been meeting weekly on Tuesdays from 9 to 11 am in the playgroup
room. New members are always welcome. Join us next week if you are keen.

The craft shop is getting ready for the Christmas season. We have a few new items
and more will come.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Community notices in our newsletter will normally appear for one week only and may be edited to
accommodate space. If you wish to place a notice please email your notice to
office@dunedinsteiner.nz. We charge $10 for an advert and need ads in by the Monday prior to the
Wednesday publication date. You can pay by direct internet banking to 03-0903-0437318-00
Disclaimer: This space is open to advertisers and the school does not make any guarantees
or endorsement on their behalf.

Kids Preloved Summer Sale — Dec 6 & 7 at the Edgar Centre! Shop sustainably and save big at
Dunedin’s favourite family market! Find quality kids’ gear (maternity to teen), shoes, toys, books,
games, uniforms, nursery gear, and more — all preloved and affordable. Fri Dec 6 (10am-5pm) & Sat
Dec 7 (9am—-1pm — half price sale!). Edgar Centre, Dunedin. Free entry — open to everyone! A perfect
chance to grab last-minute holiday gifts and support local families. Still time to register as a seller too
— declutter and earn some extra Christmas cash! www.k2consignment.com
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