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I forget my own will’s separateness
And the world’s warmth, heralding summer,
Fills my soul and spiritual essence;
Spirit vision then commands me;
“Lose yourself in light”
Powerfully, then, prescient foreknowing
Announces: “Lose yourself to find yourself.”
Rudolf Steiner
Water colour by Eliza Glyn

NEWSLETTER
DIARY OF DATES
Mondays

Swimming lessons

Thursday 24th November

5:30pm Proprietors meeting

Wednesday 30th November

Anthroposophical
Ceilidh -2pm
Friday
9th December

Nurse Talk

Wednesday 7th December

2pm Anthroposophical Nurse Talk

Friday 9th December

6pm Dance/Ceilidh-details to be confirmed

Friday 16th December

Last day of the term/year

Wednesday 1st February

2023 Term 1 starts

Playgroup

dunedinsteinerplaygroup@gmail.com

Mondays and Wednesdays 9:30 to 11:30 am
Kia ora whānau,
We are all very busy as the staff attend to all the tasks needing to be done before
the end of the year.
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For the teachers, it’s camps and plays and report writing with all the prep and work
that accompanies them.
Class Piwakawaka are safely arrived and are exploring Rakiura; very exciting to be
there hoping to encounter kiwis and other exotic birdlife on the islands.
This week I had the lovely experience of accompanying the swimmers to Moana Pool
and seeing the eager faces as they receive their lessons and stay afloat with growing
skill.
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Even though it’s not that warm, they just love the pool as do all the different student
groups that we rub shoulders with at swimming. Once again a great big thank you to
all the parents who do poolside duty: we would be lost without you!!
I couldn’t help noticing how well and healthy the children look as a group. (Even as
they trudge up the Jessie St hill after the bus)
Student teachers and outside relief teachers comment on their healthy lunches.
Lucky children, to get such a good start.
Kā mihi,

Pene J.

Special Character Discourse- Thinking, Feeling and Willing
Why do we talk so much about thinking, feeling and willing?
Many of your children will have been through kindy and you have heard about the
young child and how we surround them with a world free of academic prompts. As I
look down on their “play” I am endlessly impressed to see learning happening.
The kindy grounds are a world of work, of science and language and maths as well
as awakening the social forces.
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The fundamental driver of our type of education is our picture of the developing child
through the first 3 seven-year phases of life, building the physical body. At this 0-7
stage all emerging expressions of the WILL support this growth.
As they come into the second seven-year phase and as the milk teeth fall out, we
understand that they are to some degree shedding the heredity ties and becoming
their own being.
Steiner introduced the term Etheric Body to describe this new phase when we
understand that the physical body and the organs now formed, the feeling life of the
child starts to flourish. Hence the artistic imaginative impulse of the curriculum.
Whereas the first 7 years were a time of learning through imitation, the child is now
ready to learn in a more comprehensive sense. We start school with a programme
rich in warmth, feelings and a sense of wonder and discovery, stimulating the
imagination and nurturing the feeling life
As they build and strengthen their Etheric Bodies, also known as the Life body, there
comes a time where there is a beautiful harmonising in the class 5 child which is
clearly observed in the inner balance. This is when we do the Greek Olympics and
study Greek civilisation. The beauty of the human form at this time is mirrored in the
ancient Greek sculptures.
This is a very northern Eurocentric picture of the ‘civilising” process of the Human
kind, it is a well established curriculum with a kind of congruence with this middle
phase of childhood in the second seven-year phase. While our style of delivery calls
on all three faculties of Thinking, Feeling and Willing, there is a clear developmental
emphasis at each phase.
As the students engage with history through the third phase, the impacts of
Industrialisation and colonisation are collectively manifest. This excites the thinking
faculty and needs to be delicately dealt with in the earlier phases. We start with myth
and legend and whakapapa of place and sensitively address the history.
We welcome the establishment of the Hitori Aotearoa in the national curriculum
which, as it unfolds, can align appropriately with the developmental phase of the
children.

Board news
The new school Board has just had its November meeting. Our parent reps are Jerry
Hsu, Natalie Bartonova, Chris Bay, Michelle McGrath and Anna Noble. As Anna will
be the Principal from 2023 we will have a vacancy on the Board.
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Please consider whether you may be able to engage in this important and rewarding
role at the school, or whether you see someone else in our community who would
work well. The portfolio that is currently vacant is that of Treasurer, so it could be that
the new member takes up this role. Financial expertise is not expected, but a level
of diligence. How we resource our school is key to how we offer Steiner education
here.
Any questions – please address them to Pene, Jerry or Clare – in person or via email
office@dunedinsteiner.nz

Community Dance/Ceilidh - Friday 9th December
Mark this date in your diaries for a ceilidh at school from 6pm for a community
celebration and a farewell to Pene as Principal. Further details to be confirmed.

KINDERGARTEN NEWS
Dear kindy whānau,
A big Thank you to Joella who has been filling in for Bex in the Rata room while she
has been away on placement. Joella knows all the children well, and we are
fortunate to have her with us when needed. I'm sure we will be seeing Joella again
before too long, so this is not a goodbye!
Just a reminder that dogs are not allowed on the School grounds. Tiki is an
exception, and as an emotional support animal for the Kindergarten, he has his own
policy allowing him to be on the grounds.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN YOUR CHILD OUT WHEN YOU TAKE THEM
HOME!! Teacher's panic if a child has gone but not been signed out. This can easily
happen in the 3 pm rush, so please do make an effort to ingrain this into your
consciousness.
The Kindergarten Summer Festival will be held on December 14.
Holiday Kindergarten will run for three weeks from January 9-27. We are looking
for someone to cover lunch breaks. If you are interested, even for a week, then
please let Julie know.

Parent Talks -Support for your child's health at home.
Brit Chreptyk is a qualified Anthroposophical nurse and will be giving a talk on
Wednesday 30 November at 2 pm, and again the following week on the Wednesday
the 7th of December, at 2pm.
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November 30th, "Lavender and Lemons: Overwhelm in the Young Child"
A lemon footbath is grounding and re-centering, making it ideal to support transitions;
it harmonises the distribution of warmth and promotes healthy rhythms. It can be
used daily as preventative healthcare to bring harmony to the Sense of Balance and
Sense of Warmth, and at regular times to aid transitions between school, work and
home, children transferring between parent’s homes, returning from holidays, or after
over-stimulating experiences.
December 7th, "Home support for Childhood Illnesses"
A discussion of childhood illnesses and how these can be supported at home using
anthroposophical medicine.
There will be complimentary samples of Weleda products available as free gifts at
both of these talks.
Please do come along!
Love, the Kindy teachers.

CRAFT GROUP
Hi Crafters, we had a lovely meeting today making candles and have our final
meeting for the year on Tuesday the 6th of December in the playgroup room after
drop off. We will have a shared morning tea whilst crafting. Come and join us.
There are Christmas crafts, advent calendars and new stock of Weleda and Ecostore
products which will make lovely Christmas gifts.
Come and have a look. Jen and Miho
Enquiries email Jen - jenwigleypiano@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
Community notices in our newsletter will normally appear for one week only and may be edited to
accommodate space.
If you wish to place a notice please email your notice to
office@dunedinsteiner.nz. We charge $10 for an advert and need ads in by the Monday prior to
the Wednesday publication date. You can pay by direct internet banking to 03-0903-0437318-00
Disclaimer: This space is open to advertisers and the school does not make any
guarantees or endorsement on their behalf.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Family Fun: Join us for some family fun with the award-winning duo,
Mr Roberelli. Mr Roberelli’s highly interactive musical show has kids
up bouncing and dancing, tiptoeing past the bull, competing to be the
stillest tree, learning the fundamentals of ballet, playing 'pass the
albatross', boarding a conga line bus, and generally celebrating the
imagination. Mr Roberelli is highly original, and their interaction with
the audience and enthusiasm for what they do is a joy to behold.
Bring the whole family, get dancing and enjoy a great day out at
Tūhura Otago Museum! 10.30am, Sunday 27 November at the Beautiful Science Gallery. Free

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Saturday Morning Music Classes (Instrumental classes for children 5 years and upwards)
Enrolments for 2023 will be accepted on Saturday 26th November. George St Normal School between 9
and 11:30 (follow the signs), Bathgate Park School between 9 and 10:30am in the school foyer.
(Elmgrove School in Mosgiel on Wednesday November 23rd between 3:30 and 4:30.). There will be a further
opportunity to enrol for 2023 on Sat, Feb 11th. We invite you to check our website for more information:
www. smmcotago.nz Further enquiries to:George St Co-ordinator, stephanie@smmcotago.nz
Bathgate/Elmgrove Co-ordinator, barrie@smmcotago.nz

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
We would like to encourage your whole school community to submit
on the DCC Interim Speed Management Plan (submissions close on
Friday 9 December). The online submission form is easy to fill out,
and you can add as much detail as you want. Transport Talk
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