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Learning with head, heart and hands

CORE PROGRAMME
Curriculum Reg. 43 C1

The kindergarten curriculum incorporates the principles of Te Whariki while maintaining the Special
Character of the school. Partnership with whanau and community is seen as important. In a harmonious and
beautiful environment children are empowered to learn and grow through holistic experiences incorporating
different aspects of life:

e Free play - where children set their own challenges and work creatively.

o Simple toys and ‘open ended’ resources made of natural materials.

e Daily life activities — people’s work at home and in the world.

e Seasonal changes, the cycle of the year and experiences of nature.

e Festivals — nurturing a sense of wonder. These include celebrations of nature, cultural and religious
events (e.g. Matariki, Harvest, Midwinter, Advent).

 Social activities — in groups and with families. Enjoying others, learning from each other, caring for
each other.

o Language —in stories, conversation, thymes, songs and games. Including te reo Maori, and foreign
languages as appropriate.

o The arts — creative activities with natural based crayons, paint, beeswax, music puppet plays, wool,
crafts, using a large range of natural materials, movement, singing and stories.

e Caring for the environment. Indoors: fostering respect for equipment including tidying, polishing,
washing, recycling, beautifying. Outdoors: fostering respect for the environment including
gardening, planting, leaf raking, composting, sweeping paths. Raising awareness of the need for
seasonal garden maintenance and planting.

e Physical development — in free play and organized activity; fine motor skills, gross motor activity,
balance, rhythm and coordination.

e Self-management skills e.g. toileting, hand-washing, managing clothing, conflict resolution, problem
solving, expressing needs.

e Food preparation, including chopping fruit and vegetables, kneading dough and baking.

The kindergarten day, week and year are rhythmically structured offering a balance of individual and group
activities both indoors and outdoors, planned and spontaneous, active and quieter. The intent of our
programme is to nurture each child in body, soul and spirit by holistically addressing the physical, social,
emotional and cognitive development of children as well as providing for creative and cultural enrichment.

The Proprietors Trust, as the governing body of the kindergarten, is accountable for maintaining the special
character of the kindergarten, which the Core Programme promotes. The Kindergarten Manager is
responsible for the delivery of the programme. All teaching staff are consulted with, on any changes to the
core programme and parents and caregivers are informed of it through parent meetings and other
information such as the parent handbook.
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