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Class Miro black board 

NEWSLETTER 
2026 TERM 2 
 
School 
Rāapa/Wed 24th June   Parent teacher interviews  
Rāmere/Friday 3rd July  1pm Matariki Celebration   
 

Kindergarten 
Rāpare/Thursday 18th June 5:30pm Kindy spiral walk  
 

Governance 
Rātū/Tuesday 23rd June 5:30pm Proprietors meeting 
Rātū/Tuesday 11th Aug  5:30pm Board meeting (term 3) 
 

Other  
Rāmere/Friday12th June  9:30am-1pm – Community cooking 
 

Playgroup  Rāhina/Mondays and Rāapa/Wednesdays   9:30 to 11:30 am 
 

Craftgroup  Rātū/Tuesday  9 to 11am 
 

 

 

                                    Term 2 
# 8 

10 June 2026 
471-2163 

office@dunedinsteiner.nz 
www.dunedinsteiner.nz 
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Kia ora e te whānau, 

It has been a season of change and not just in the weather. We are welcoming Rebecca 

Pearson as our new class Kiokio kaiako from Thursday onwards and as she is moving out of 

the handwork and woodwork space into the classroom, we are now on the lookout for a new 

handwork and woodwork teacher. We are also looking for our new kindergarten manager and 

are hopeful to find the right people to fit our space and our place and to support the growth of 

our community.  

The temperatures have clearly dropped in the last few days so warm clothes will be important 

for your child as we want them still to be outside and enjoy all the seasons as well as using 

their energy for learning rather than having to use it to keep their bodies warm. An extra set 

of clothes is also helpful as the site is likely to get muddy over the next few months.  

Please take note of the events over the next few weeks for kindergarten and school so you 

can share in your child’s experiences here at our kura and be part of our seasonal and cultural 

celebrations. 

Nākau, nā 

Anna Noble  

Tumuaki  

It is that time of the year again, where we get to celebrate the turning point in the year; 

the shortest day and the longest nights require us to search for the light from within. 

The spiral walk is a celebration of reverence and quiet, which we do every year around 

the time of the solstice. 

The children come into a darkened room, with a spiral of evergreens on the floor. The 

first child, walking slowly and carefully as their way is only lit by their own candle, makes 

their way into the centre of the spiral to light the candle there. All children will then, one 

after the other, receive a red apple with a candle in the middle, and make their way into 

the middle of the spiral, light their candle from the middle candle and place it along the 

spiral. Slowly but surely, the room gets brighter and brighter. Accompanied by a 

mixture of quiet and singing, the children experience how everyone contributes to the 

brightness of the room, a symbol for how we all contribute to the light that will take us 

through winter.   

This celebration is carefully prepared and full of symbolism; the green that makes the 

spiral is usually chosen to be evergreen, a type of tree that symbolises life. The apples 

symbolise the seed, that lies inside in the dark, waiting patiently for the light to return 

so they can grow.  
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The physical form of the spiral represents the celestial marking of the seasons; from 

the beginning of the path being the summer solstice and the spiral inward, through the 

labyrinth of autumn to the point where the days get shorter. We pause at the centre of 

the spiral, at the symbol of winter solstice, when we are at the darkest time of the year. 

As we walk back out of the spiral, we make our way through spring towards the summer 

solstice – the seasonal rhythm is complete. 

While none of this is explained to the children at the time, the picture is powerful and 

creates the best kind of learning – through doing and experiencing.  

 

Thank you to Alex MacNeille for her beautification of our 

flowform, te Puna Waiora. The plantings look beautiful and the 

stones and surfaces. It is a beautiful spot.  Please remember 

that Te Puna Waiora is meant to be enjoyed with our eyes, ears 

and clean hands only. 

Road Safety 

We would like to ask caregivers to please drive slowly around the school at all times. 

We encourage families to consider parking down at Maia and walking up the track on 

icy days. If driving up, consider parking on Isabel Road (a right hand off Manapouri as 

you come up to the school. This would ease congestion. We also would like to 

congratulate all those who walk up the hill from the Maia bus stop - what a healthy way 

to start the day! Please do not park on the yellow lines or the school driveways. 

 

Kia ora koutou from Class Miro, 

As the weather has got colder and the sun is coming 

up later, we have all noticed those glorious sunrises, 

and because our class has been discovering the 

mixing of watercolours, particularly the golden 

yellow and carmine red, we created our own sunrise 

paintings. It's always exciting, with our watercolour 

paintings, to see them the day after, when they 

have dried, as the drying has a beautiful effect 

sometimes. 
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Speaking of the later sunrises, of course we also have the early dark evenings, and so 

we've been preparing for our Lantern Walk. We've almost finished making our paper 

mache lanterns, which we have decorated with different shaped and sized leaves found 

in the school grounds. We can't wait to see how they look in the dark with the candles 

glowing inside them. 
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Our Main Lesson work has moved into The Land of Numbers with King Counting 

bringing order and Queen Equals, fairness on both sides. Prince Plus is the one who 

always seems to gather more, but his sister Princess Minus loses her gems from her 

pouch.  Numbers, numbers everywhere!  Meanwhile, there is so much wonderful 

language discovery with the letters and sounds we have learnt.  

 

Stay warm everyone, and until next time, stay well, 

Trisha and Class Miro 

KINDERGARTEN 

Dear Kindy whānau,  

 

Thank you to everyone for 

accommodating our indoors plan B 

Lantern festival last week.  It was 

disappointing to not be outside as 

we hoped but was so well attended 

and beautiful non-the-less. We look 

forward to celebrating the Winter 

solstice with our older kindergarten 
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children next week (18th June) at our Midwinter spiral. More information will be 

emailed later in the week.  

Warmly,  

The Kindy Kaiako  

PLAYGROUP 

Miriam Marler is facilitating our playgroup sessions on Mondays and Wednesdays. The 

sessions run from 9:30 to 11:30am. You can contact playgroup emailing  

playgroup@dunedinsteiner.nz  

We are seeking another playgroup facilitator. Would you be interested? 

CRAFTGROUP 

We meet on Tuesdays after drop-off in the playgroup room. If you have some spare 
time and enjoy handwork, join us for a lovely social time. Thanks, Miho-0211294323 
 

 COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Community notices in our newsletter will normally appear for one week only and may be edited to accommodate 

space.  If you wish to place a notice please email your notice to office@dunedinsteiner.nz.  We charge $10 

for an advert and need ads in by the Monday prior to the Wednesday publication date. You can pay by direct 

internet banking to 03-0903-0437318-00 Disclaimer: This space is open to advertisers and the school does 

not make any guarantees or endorsement on their behalf. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

mailto:playgroup@dunedinsteiner.nz
mailto:office@dunedinsteiner.nz
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Farm Experience Programme: Raphael House Rudolf Steiner School has run a Class 9 Farm 
Experience Programme for over 20 years, and we are currently seeking additional farm placements 
for our 2026 cohort. This year we have a particularly large class of 36 students, and several of our 
long-standing host farmers have now retired, making the search for new contacts especially important. 
We would like to connect with farming families, rural landowners, or others involved in rural 
enterprises who may be interested in hosting students for this valuable educational experience. We 
understand prospective host farmers may have questions, and our Farm Co-ordinator would be very 
happy to speak with you further at a convenient time. The first step is simply to email Grant Rossiter 
at grant.r@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Snow gear: We have recently launched Snow Kids, a family-run business specialising in second hand 
ski & snowboard gear for children and teenagers.  Our aim is to make snow sports easier and more 
affordable by providing pre-loved gear all in one place, at a fraction of the cost of new. 
As we prepare for the ski season, we wondered whether we could promote it to any of your school 
families that might be interested? Parents can shop online at www.snowkids.co.nz 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.snowkids.co.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=PxvF_JEG89X8IOasq8Zt_PXM3tv1e84H9XCFg9es33U&m=JI0iVaQwU7JIUsulFa_iNXR2lLlEDjwavXEfsw7sgENtnWCGaDcgldzBWrip3nBs&s=Hh_wmZxZj0bfP13NtmMEPhENvH1urM83a2IaYFL1G9I&e=
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 …………………… 

  

 

Kindergarten Manager 

We are a well-established Steiner Kindergarten set in the beautiful grounds of the Dunedin 

Steiner School. The kindergarten has three rooms for children aged 3 to 6 years of age and a 

playgroup for younger children and their parents.  

This is an exciting time for the kindergarten and school with plans for growth and the 

development of new kindergarten buildings on the site. The manager will have teaching hours 

in the kindergarten and also be a part of the wider school management team.  The person must 

be an ECE registered teacher who is eligible to work in NZ. A commitment to working with 

the Steiner special character is essential.  

An application form and job description can be downloaded from the School’s website 

www.dunedinsteiner.nz  or is available by request from the office at office@dunedinsteiner.nz 

Telephone: 03 471 2163 

Please email office@dunedinsteiner.nz with a cover letter, CV and your completed application 

form. Applications close 3pm Friday 12 June 2026. 

http://www.dunedinsteiner.nz/
mailto:office@dunedinsteiner.nz
mailto:office@dunedinsteiner.nz

