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—® Learning with head, heart and hands

COMMITMENT TO TE TIRITI O WAITANGI
Curriculum Reg. 43 C5

Principle:

We strive to work with the principles of the Te Tiriti o Waitangi — partnership, participation and
protection. It is the right of each and every child to be enriched in an environment which
acknowledges and incorporates the dual heritage of the partners of Te Tiriti 0 Waitangi.

At the Kindergarten we accept and acknowledge Maori values, customs and practices. To gain more
understanding of cultural practices, there will be communication with families identifying as Maori.

We will greet our children and their parents and whanau in Maori. We will endeavour to pronounce
Maori words, particularly names, correctly.

In common with Maori we recognise the spiritual world which stands behind the manifestation of the
physical world. Karakia form an integral part of our activities e.g. morning verse, grace at morning
tea, special verses for festive occasions. We aim to develop in the children their natural propensity
for awe and wonder, thus engendering respect for the natural world, for the social environment and
for the spirit. We use natural materials for play, indoor and outdoors, and we maintain an oral
tradition for story telling.

We recognise it is desirable to continually review and update the context of Te Ao Maori in our
programme, enriching the cultural heritage of all children. A collection of stories from daily life,
nature stories with Maori content, and also stories from myths / legends suitable for this age group
are used in kindergarten. Waiata, verses, games, karakia, and crafts are also used in the kindergarten.

The Proprietors Trust, as the governing body of the kindergarten, is accountable for ensuring that this
commitment to the Treaty of Waitangi is upheld. The Kindergarten Manager is responsible for it. All
teaching staff are consulted with on any changes to the approach and parents and caregivers are
informed of it on enrolment, through parent meetings and other information such as the parent
handbook.
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