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“All education between the seventh year
of life until puberty will have to be
consciously directed towards awaking in
the children a pure beautiful feeling for
authority: for what is to be implanted in
them these years is to form the
foundation for what the adult is to
experience in the social organism as equal
rights.”
Rudolf Steiner
Class Tūī visit the farm

NEWSLETTER
DIARY OF DATES
Fridays term 2

3 pm Cake stall fundraiser

Monday 20th June

5:30 pm Board meeting

Tuesday 21st June

5:30 pm Kindergarten spiral walk

Friday 24th June

The new Matariki public holiday

Tuesdays 28th June

Craft group meeting – all welcome

Friday 8th July
Saturday 30th July

Last day of term 2
Working Bee

Playgroup

dunedinsteinerplaygroup@gmail.com

Mondays and Wednesdays

9:30 to 11:30 am

Kia ora koutou e te whānau,
We are feeling the edge of Winter’s bite and keeping an eye on the weather warnings.
Please see our Emergency Closure Procedure on the school website
https://www.dunedinsteiner.nz/uploads/1/1/4/2/114235039/15_emergency_closure
_procedure_2022.pdf. If there is snow, phone the school and listen to the answer
phone message or check the school Facebook page after 7:30 am. We have a
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procedure which we follow based on the conditions at various points around the city
and dependent upon accessibility for teachers and families who come from all over
the city and beyond. We may have a late start or be closed for the whole day
depending on weather conditions. So please ring the office again or check Facebook
after 8:15 for the final decision.
As somebody said, snow is good for the soul so we can always be hopeful of a good
snowfall, preferably in the weekend.
And children are still coming to school without a warm jacket; on these cold days
they will not be going out to play if they haven’t got a jacket.
We were lucky this last week to be visited by Michelle Vette from the general
Anthroposophical society.
She is General secretary for NZ. As a practising Steiner nurse she was able to share
invaluable ideas for treatment of childhood illnesses as well as give a talk to the
teachers and an evening course on Health, the etheric and resilience.
While the turnout was small, a lot was gained from her visit and we hope to see her
again soon.

Thank you!
We have been delighted to receive some donations of books for our library. I think I
suggested you may have one or two to spare: we have received one or two bags full!
It is a lovely swelling of our stock: now we need shelves as well as continuing to
happily receive your gifts. One of the heart warming features of our school day is the
after lunch slot; every day we have silent reading and the children through the school
all immerse themselves and would happily have more than the 20 minutes to read
silently.

Twilight market
Before the end of term I would like to do the celebratory community warming Twilight
market idea.
As the long nights start to taper off we would like to have a small winter market at
which we can join and be together in a wintry “rugged up” evening sparkle.
I need people to join me to make it happen as a prep group from next week onwards.
I would suggest we have it on Thursday 7th July from 5.00 to 7.00 pm.
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I’m picturing fairy lights and braziers with craft stalls, produce stalls, pizzas in the
pizza oven, candle dipping, other activities for children, warm punch, festive biscuits,
crepes, waffles.
Maybe you can have a stall, or lend a gazebo, or fairy lights or similar?
All our Fairs are the result of a mammoth effort from everyone: this is a smaller
venture carried by a core group.
Can you be part of that? Please be in touch. I welcome ideas and offers.

Evening classes
I am trying to set up some evening classes to take place in term 3.
I have noticed we have a culture of preference for early evening meetings rather than
coming out at night. However, there are always exceptions to the rule and a group
of 5 participants would justify a class I think. We have a wealth of talents in our
community. I am inviting people to offer their talents and started the following list to
hopefully spark some interest.
From within our ranks we could have a range of activities and topics. And we have
excellent spaces to hold classes.
Subjects to consider/ offer:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A course on Steiner education/ the developmental picture of the human being
A stroll through the curriculum of the Primary school/a Main Lesson for each year
Doll making (Steiner doll)
A course of Form Drawing through the 7 years.
Harakeke weaving
Woodwork/ making toys for the Kindy, class 1
Home remedies and an anthroposophical nursing approach
Perhaps a weekend workshop on mudbrick/ wattle and daub construction
An introduction to Bio Dynamic agriculture

These are just some ideas to present and there are many talents untapped which
may occur to you to offer.
We could work on a registration fee or a koha: the tutors would need a return for their
efforts. Please get back to me with interest and offers.
Kā mihi nui,
Pene
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Traffic and Parking
A recent visitor to the school commented to the Office about Fern Rd and Parking.
She was concerned at the chaos, double parking, parking on the yellow lines etc.
She also experienced rudeness which made me squirm. Are we experiencing
parking rage in our lovely friendly community??
We need to smarten up our consciousness around this. We want to keep a good
profile in the eyes of neighbours and visitors, while also of course, ensuring that we
are keeping the children safe.
PLEASE be patient and courteous during these pinch moments at drop off and pick
up.
Let us take this opportunity to remind everyone that the left bend of Fern road,
adjacent to the school courts is a private road and we have been asked not to use it
and specially not to park on it.
To lighten the traffic on Fern Road we suggest that older children can walk to and
from the Maia bus stop and parents of younger children can plan to park a block or
two away and walk a few meters to school and kindy.
Thank you for playing your part!

Capital campaign – thank you!
We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all those supporters who contributed
to our capital fundraising campaign for the extension work that includes our
playgroup room, staff room, kindergarten offices and staff/ visitor toilets. We raised
pledges of over $360,000 for the building work (which cost $386,895). What an
amazing physical manifestation of what Steiner education means to so many present
and past families and friends of the school.
It is wonderful to now have playgroup running in the space for two mornings a week.
The room is such a welcoming spot for young children and their families and makes
for such a seamless transition into
kindergarten. It is also a good space
for other events – such as the talks
last week from Michelle Vette.
The photos show the groundbreaking
ceremony in June 2019, and the
opening of the building in January
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2020 with Gabriela, who was a leading worker in the campaign, and now the
playgroup in the space.
Most of those who pledged
contributions have now fully paid
what they hoped to contribute,
some people even kept their
contributions going, which is
always welcome. If anyone has
questions, then please do ask
me. Kā mihi, Clare.

SCHOOL NEWS – CLASS TŪĪ
Kia ora koutou e te whānau,
Last week Class Tūī took a trip to Holy Cow Farm! Here we saw cows, a horse,
chickens, pigeons, dogs, and a very cute sheep. We learned all about how milk is
made and bottled and how life on the farm operates. We also were very lucky and
had the opportunity to explore Pene’s land. Here we found many sticks that looked
like animals and got to go on an adventure walk.
When we returned to school, the children decided to act like reporters and write a
report on the trip. Please enjoy the pictures and reports!
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SCHOOL - Violin Mid year Concert
Last week violin pupils showed us what they have been learning this year. It was
lovelly to see the budding performers in action. Thank you Linda for your lessons and
all the support and opportunities you offer to your students.
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS
Dear Kindergarten whānau,
Our lantern walk was a lovely occasion with the night falling and children bearing
their beautiful lanterns out into the night and around the school grounds, singing as
they went. It was an occasion when the weather was kind and held back the rain
until we were done.
Please remember clothes to keep your child warm and dry at kindergarten – we are
out in all sorts of weather at the moment, and as Michelle Vette reminded us in her
talk, warmth is very important for the growing child.
We now look forward to the Spiral Walk on Tuesday the 21st of June at 5.30 in the
kindergarten.
Kā mihi,
From all the kindergarten Kaiako.

PLAYGROUP
Playgroup is taking place from our school and kindergarten grounds in Maia.
We meet on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30 to 11:30 am. Inquiries to
dunedinsteinerplaygroup@gmail.com
Ngā mihi nui,

Miriam, Mikiah & Alida

CRAFT GROUP
There will be one more craft group on Wednesday 28th June. Come and join us if
you can. Jen and Miho
Contact Jen at jenwigleypiano@gmail.com with any enquiries

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Community notices in our newsletter will normally appear for one week only and may be edited to
accommodate space.
If you wish to place a notice please email your notice to
office@dunedinsteiner.nz. We charge $10 for an advert and need ads in by the Monday prior to
the Wednesday publication date. You can pay by direct internet banking to 03-0903-0437318-00
Disclaimer: This space is open to advertisers and the school does not make any guarantees
or endorsement on their behalf.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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Child sleep study: Kia ora! The child sleep research group at Otago
Uni are looking for whānau with tamariki aged 3-4 years for a
research study. Families receive a $100 voucher as a koha. We are
looking at how pre-bedtime activities relate to kids’ sleep. Tamariki
wear a GoPro camera on a comfy chest harness for 2 hours before
bed for 5 nights, and a movement sensor (like a Fitbit) on their wrist
for a week. Whānau can view and delete videos before the research
team sees them. If interested please click this link for info and contact details,
thanks! https://www.otago.ac.nz/dsm-wchealth/research/interest/otago832982.html
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
AUT is offering a course in the Essentials of Steiner Education July-October this year. It is suitable for all
levels of knowledge from those new to the education to those more experienced who want to extend their
own understanding. It is not only for teachers – it would be relevant to parents, board members or others
wanting to find out about the education in some depth. Students investigate education through the lens of
Steiner’s philosophy. Concepts and understandings of human development are critiqued as students
assess how these affect teaching and learning in Steiner settings from early childhood to secondary.
Using relevant research literature, issues of localisation and adaptation are analysed including the degree
to which Steiner education responds to students’ own settings including, in Aotearoa New Zealand, the
bicultural and multicultural nature of society. Indicative Content:
·The inner work of the teacher / relational pedagogy.
·Critical examination of education through the lens of Steiner’s philosophy.
·Critical examination of aspects of human development as it relates to teaching and learning in Steiner
environments.
·Critical appraisal of the development of Steiner education and how it responds to the contemporary
context of Aotearoa and beyond.
For more information contact Neil: neil.boland@aut.ac.nz
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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