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Tukua kia 10, takitahi nga
whetU o fe rangi.

Let each star in the sky shine
its own light

Kindergarten spiral

NEWSLETTER
2026 TERM 2
School
Raapa/Wed 24" June Parent teacher interviews
Ramere/Friday 3 July 1pm Matariki Celebration - last day of term 2
Kindergarten
Raapa/Wed 1%t July Matariki celebration for the kindy children

Rahina/Monday 6™ July Kindy during school term break starts

Playgroup Rahina/Mondays and Raapa/Wednesdays 9:30to 11:30 am
Craftgroup Ratd/Tuesday 9to 1lam

2026 TERM 3

Schoaol

Rahina/ Monday 20" July  term 3 starts

Kindergarten

Rahina/Monday 20" July  term 3 stars

Governance

Rath/Tuesday 28" July 5:30pm Proprietors meeting
Ratd/Tuesday 11" Aug 5:30pm Board meeting (term 3)
Other

Rahoroi/Saturday 1 Aug  10am to 1pm Joint hui — all welcome
Rahoroi/Saturday 15" Aug Community ceilidh time tbc


http://www.dunedinsteiner.nz/

Kia ora e te whanau,

The last two weeks have flown by with lantern festivals in kindergarten and school, half
yearly reports and now preparations for the Matariki festival. It is lovely to see how the
lanterns appear over time in the classrooms as the children work away at them and
how they get more and more complex the older the children are. And now we look
forward to the work that the children will share for our Matariki celebrations; the
kindergarten will have their Matariki food celebration with the children only and the
school is inviting you all to our celebration on the last day of term. We will also be
bringing our stars back to acknowledge the ones that have passed in the last year and
will send more information about this soon.

| would like to thank you all for a great term that has asked quite a bit of our community
as changes do.

We wish you all a great term break with hopefully some quiet and calm time with your
whanau and look forward to welcoming you all back at the start of term 3.

Hei kona mai,
Anna Noble

Tumuaki

Special Character Thoughts: Reflections on the Spiral Walk

On Thursday last week both the school and the kindergarten had their annual spiral
walk, a time to bring light into the darkness as close to the time of the solstice as
possible.

The staff who are lucky enough to be part of the spiral walk often speak about the fact
that it is like a very compact mini child study on each child that walks the spiral, in
particular in school when most of the children walk the spiral alone;

Some children rush to receive their apple, rush into the spiral, light their candle, place
the candle down as quickly as possible and rush out again. Some children will receive
their apple, walk slowly and carefully, light the candle gracefully, walk out of the spiral
and place it at the end of all the other apples. Some children seem to enter a dream
world in which they are so in the moment that they forget where they are and get lost,
that they forget to pay attention to the flickering flame of their candle, that they seem
slightly confused where to place their candle. Some children rush so much that they
have to go back in as their flame has gone out, some children protect their flame with
their hands, some children hold the candle far away from them, for others the apple
seems to melt into their hands. Some children walk confidently in and out of the spiral,
some are carefully placing their feet, some seem to orient themselves anew with every



step they take. And all the while every child is carried by the singing voices of all the
other children.

As the spiral was getting brighter, | couldn’t help but think how much this reflects a
community. A place where every person takes responsibility for carrying their light to
ensure the community shines bright while at the same time protecting the light of others,
so they do not go out as we move around them. A place where everyone may carry
their candle in a different way but always with the awareness that carelessness towards
themselves or others will lead to a dimming of the light for everyone.

Transport help

It is possible that you may be eligible for some help with transport costs - if you have
a 5+ year old here and live a certain distance away that is not on a bus route. This is
a payment from the Ministry of Education. If you are eligible, you can apply here:
https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/your-child-at-school/school-
transport-assistance/

HPV immunisation for Class 7 boys and girls

The Government runs an HPV school based immunisation programme for students in
year 8 (class 7). We are not offering school based immunisation but we want to inform
you that HPV immunisation is freely available for all year 8 (class7) pupils. Should you
wish to know more, through the school services, we could arrange for you to meet the
public health nurse. Otherwise, your GP will be able to advise you and/or arrange for
the vaccination.

SCHOOL-KAPA HAKA

E mihi ana matou ki a koutou
katoa,

Over the past term, our tamariki
have been building an impressive
repertoire of waiata during our
Kapa Haka sessions. It has been
wonderful to see their
confidence, enthusiasm, and
expanding understanding of Te
Ao Maori.
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In Class Kea and Class Miro, our focus has been on strengthening the tuakana-teina
relationship. This provides opportunities for our older tamariki in Kea to guide and
support their younger peers through shared learning experiences and cultural
leadership. Together, they have also begun participating in a range of kému Maori,
including Takaro and Wharewhare.

These kému create meaningful opportunities for tamariki to use and hear te reo Maori
in a natural and engaging way. Across all our akomanga, we continue to encourage
the use of te reo and place a strong emphasis on developing clear and confident
whakahua (pronunciation).

In Class Kiokio, a new favourite kEmu is Hari i te Whare (“Harry in the House”), which
we enjoy alongside learning new waiata. This game supports our learning of pepeha,
helping tamariki become familiar with concepts such as their waka, iwi, maunga, and
other important connections to identity and belonging through actions and movement.

Class Kakapo has been busy practising their collection of waiata, while also learning a
new waiata each week. Our newest waiata is a karakia, providing another way to
deepen our understanding and use of te reo Maori beyond singing alone. We are
fortunate to have many talented and confident tamariki in this class who have embraced
to perform solos and lead their Kapa Haka ropd. Ka mau te wehi!

We are looking forward to sharing some of our waiata with you during our upcoming
Matariki celebrations and celebrating this special time together as a school community.

Manawatia a Matariki, Korina Ellison

“Ka ara mai a Matariki, ka ara mai a Puaka, ka manawatia a Puaka, ka manawatia a
Matariki.”



KINDERGARTEN

Thank you to all our kindergarten whanau who came to join our spiral walk last week
and helped to hold a mood of quiet reverence for the children. It was a beautiful
evening. The children enjoyed recreating their spiral experience with the greenery
outside the following day.

Next week we will celebrate Matariki with the children within our session on Wednesday
1st July. We will cook and share baked potato and kumara around a fire outside, with
waiata and a special Te Ao Maori creation puppet story afterwards.

Wishing you all a restful time over the coming holidays and look forward to seeing
everyone next term,

Warmly,
The Kindy Kaiako



PLAYGROUP

Miriam Marler is facilitating our playgroup sessions on Mondays and Wednesdays. The
sessions run from 9:30 to 11:30am. You can contact playgroup by emailing
playgroup@dunedinsteiner.nz

CRAFTGROUP

We meet on Tuesdays after drop-off in the playgroup room. If you have some spare
time and enjoy handwork, join us for a lovely social time. Thanks, Miho-0211294323

MATARIKI

Children and staff are enjoying singing one of our Matariki waiata which celebrates the
stars. You may find it coming home with your child, even with some actions to
accompany the stars.

Waiti, Waita, Class Kererd 2025 painting

Waipuna a rangi,

Tupu-a-nuku, Tupu-a-rangi, Koinei nga tamariki o Matariki
Ururangi e, Nga wheti e piataata i te rangi e.

And of course there are two other stars (wheta) in the cluster

Pohutukawa and Hiwa-i-te-rangi
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Community notices in our newsletter will normally appear for one week only and may be edited to accommodate
space. If you wish to place a notice please email your notice to office@dunedinsteiner.nz. We charge $10
for an advert and need ads in by the Monday prior to the Wednesday publication date. You can pay by direct
internet banking to 03-0903-0437318-00 Disclaimer: This space is open to advertisers and the school does
not make any guarantees or endorsement on their behalf.

Farm Experience Programme: Raphael House Rudolf Steiner School has run a Class 9 Farm
Experience Programme for over 20 years, and we are currently seeking additional farm placements
for our 2026 cohort. This year we have a particularly large class of 36 students, and several of our
long-standing host farmers have now retired, making the search for new contacts especially important.
We would like to connect with farming families, rural landowners, or others involved in rural
enterprises who may be interested in hosting students for this valuable educational experience. We
understand prospective host farmers may have questions, and our Farm Co-ordinator would be very
happy to speak with you further at a convenient time. The first step is simply to email Grant Rossiter
at grant.r@raphaelhouse.school.nz

Basketball Otago July Holiday Camp. Tue 14th - Thu 16th July 2026. 9am-12pm @ Edgar Centre
Children in Y1-8. $35 per day or $90 for three days. Reqg link.

( Harbour Kids |

School Holiday programme %:é
$12 per hour with 2 dally cap of $60

P

]

EVERY DAY HAS CHILD CENTRED ACTIVITIES ORGANISED WITH A SPECIAL

GUEST TIME SLOT.
Let's make Pizza 1
Science §
wed 8 Live Music
thurs 9 Surprise Guest
- J
Closed for Matariki
) Super George
& k. /2 N
tues 14 PE Day
wed 15 PJ Party (teddy Bear's Picnic)
K A 4
Thors 16 Special Guest oA
Fri L Karaoke Party r%}f _i

to book please use this QR code and you will receive
confirmation, or Email: principal @ravensbourne.school.n: E
pho ne Aki Q 021905370
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Helping To Brush?

...before you stop helping your child to brush their teeth

Until about age 8, your child
is likely to miss brushing
areas such as their back

teeth and their gums

Health New Zealand ROy Qral Talkteeth Southern
Te Whatu Ora Health Service

A holistic
child

centered
curriculum

th
Open Day August 6
School Tour 9:30am Kindergarten Talk 10:45
X Fome and Ian:n n:ore about our school and kindergarten!
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