/\ Education
Dunedin Rudolf Steiner

Learning with head, heart and hands

Parent Pledge and Special Character Commitment Form 2026

26 November 2025
Kia ora koutou e te whanau,

We are in the process of planning ahead for 2026, which includes budgeting for playgroup,
kindergarten and school. As a community we hold this place together, and each child benefits from
everyone's contribution. While we hold on to the philosophy that finances should not stand in the
way of any child or family being part of our whanau, your financial contributions make it possible
for us to continue creating the environment for our tamariki that we all value.

As a kindergarten and integrated school, we are responsible for our own buildings, which is a
significant cost each year. Other things, covered by your donations include:

Additional resources for the classrooms, including art materials and musical instrument
Ongoing professional development in Steiner Education for teachers

Staffing in the early years to ensure healthy child to adult ratios

Teacher aides

Specialist classes like the stringed instrument programme, handwork and woodwork and kapa
haka

e Teacher to student ratios that allow for the delivery of a rich curriculum, appropriate to the
developmental stage of the child

The recent joint hui painted a clear picture of the appreciation this community has for the school and
kindergarten and a sense of all of us holding this place and space together. As uncomfortable as it
can be to consider finances, the donations are essential to allow us to create what unites us in being
here; a thriving, beautiful and safe place for children that nurtures all aspects of their being.

What do you need to do?

1. Complete the form and return it by next Monday 8% December 2025
2. Set up your automatic payments for 2026

As always, please be in touch if you have any questions about this!

Naku te rourou nau te rourou ka ora ai te iwi - With my food basket and yours, the people will
thrive.

Ka mihi - best wishes

Anna Noble, Tumuaki/Principal

1 Fern Road, Maia, Dunedin, 9022 - Ph: 03 471-2163 - office@dunedinsteiner.nz



Recommended donation amount needed to maintain our current level of Special
Character Education in 2026

Payment,options Termly: Weekly:
4 payments due 52 payments starting
week 2 each term January
$647 per term
Kindergarten turning 3 or 4 years old ($2,588 p.a.) $50 per week
Kindergarten turning 5 years old %g?lggr;i? $60 per week
: - $942 per term
Kindergarten turning 6 years old ($3.768 pa.) $72.50 per week
PR S $942 per term
One child in primary school ($3.768 p.a.) $72.50 per week
: : $1,650 per term
2 children turning 6 and above (86,600 p.a,) $127 per week
- . $2,132 per term
3 children turning 6 and above ($8.528 p.a,) $164 per week

If you contribute weekly or fortnightly, please set up an automatic payment with the new amount from
the first week of January.

Please note the bank account is now the same for kindergarten and school. However, if you have
children in both then please make separate payments, using your child’s name as a reference.

Please keep this page for your records and return the next two pages completed

Kindergarten $ School $

Account: 03-1726-0004961-02
Rudolf Steiner School Trust Otago

1 Fern Road, Maia, Dunedin, 9022 - Ph: 03 471-2163 - office@dunedinsteiner.nz
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Learning with head, heart and hands

Kindergarten/ School family pledge

Name of parents/ caregivers:

Child’s name Kindergarten or School

My total donation for the 2026 school year ending 31 December will be:

Kindergarten $ School $

Account: 03-1726-0004961-02
Rudolf Steiner School Trust Otago

Please indicate how you will pay:

Kindergarten child turning 3 or 4 years old - $647 per term or $50 per week (over 52 weeks).
Kindergarten child turning 5 years old - $780 per term or $60 per week (over 52 weeks).
Kindergarten child turning 6 years old - $9242 per term or $72.5 per week (over 52 weeks).
1 child in school - $942 per term or $72.5 per week (over 52 weeks).

2 children turning 6 and above - $1,650 per term or $127 per week (over 52 weeks).

3 children turning 6 and above - $2,132 per term or $164 per week (over 52 weeks).

Oooo0o0oo0ooaod

Other amount. What is the amount you are pledging?

The recommended pledge amount above is based on the financial plans of the kindergarten and
school. If you are unable to contribute with the recommended amount, please contact us for a

conversation.
How often will you pay: _ weekly, _ fortnightly,  termly, __ annually.
Please set up your automatic payment at your bank now so you don’t forget.

Name Signature Date

Name in which your tax donation receipt should be issued:

1 Fern Road, Maia, Dunedin, 9022 - Ph: 03 471-2163 - office@dunedinsteiner.nz



Special Character Commitment Form

Child/ren’s names

To confirm my child/ren’s continued enrolment in the school in the next year and my commitment to
supporting the delivery of Steiner Education for tamariki in Dunedin, I reconfirm my relationship to
and preference for the School’s Special Character and acknowledge the following:

I understand that my children will receive a Steiner Education adapted by the College of Teachers to
the school’s place in Otago, its time context as a school in the 21 century, its status as a State
Integrated Full Primary School with an attached Kindergarten, and one that is built on the bicultural
foundation of Aotearoa NZ.

I commit to actively engaging with and striving to become informed about the educational approach
and philosophy of the Dunedin Rudolf Steiner School and, while learning about it, to uphold and
respect this Special Character.

| accept and will meet the following parent expectations: -

1. To develop and sustain positive relationships with all class teachers, other staff and the
College of Teachers as a whole, using and supporting others to uphold the School’s
communication protocols and pathways as outlined in the Parent Handbook.

2. To attend class parent evenings where possible (usually one per term) and teacher- parent
interviews as scheduled or required, and in the event of being unable to attend, will submit an
apology to the teacher prior to the meeting/ interview.

3. To read the School’s fortnightly newsletter and any class or office communications as a
means of being informed about parent meetings and other important school events.

4. To respond to requests from my child/ren’s class teacher or class liaison parent regarding
class activities (festivals, outings, camps)

5. To support the School’s working bees by attending at least 2 a year as part of our
commitment to the school.

6. To participate in helping to make the annual Fair, and other school and class fundraising
initiatives a success.

7. To demonstrate my Special Character preference for Steiner education, and my intention to
support my children and all the children of the community to receive a Steiner Education,
with the support of the Rudolf Steiner School Trust Otago, | commit to an annual pledged
contribution identifying money or help in kind which I intend to contribute over the coming
year.

Parent signature: Date :

Office use only
Date that a new family attended Special Character talk .........................oooinil.

Member of staff who did the Special Character talk ...............................e. (name)
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